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Workshop Summary

Introduction

Circular social enterprises are helping to deliver Ireland’s sustainability, 
objectives on the ground, acting as a driving force for social, economic, and 
environmental change. Through policy, innovation, and research, this workshop 
will highlight the success of Ireland’s social enterprise sector.
 
This deep dive / workshop will focus on social and circular enterprises and 
how they can respond to challenges and opportunities in regard to the three 
relevant themes of innovation, collaboration and skills. These themes will be 
explored via presentations, panel discussions, Q&A and tangible interactive 
activities delivered by local social enterprises. The three themes were selected in 
alignment with the European Commission: Transition Pathway for Proximity and 
Social Economy and in particular to key actions (1, 4, 7, 8, 12, 14) within it.
 
This deep dive is being hosted as part of Dublin’s involvement in the European 
Commission’s: European Social Economy Regions – 2023 Project. The objective 
of the project is to build networks of social economy stakeholders, encourage 
collaboration and to raise awareness about the social economy at regional 
and local level.
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Social Enterprise

Circular social enterprises are helping to deliver Ireland’s sustainibilty objectives on the ground, acting as a driving force for social, economic, and 
environmental change. Through policy, innovation, and research, this workshop will highlight the success of Ireland’s social enterprise sector.

MC : Chris Gordon Irish Social Enterprise Network.
Chaired by: Cillian Lohan, European Economic Social Council, and Mary Mac Sweeney, Dublin City Council.

WELCOME & CONTEXT

SKILLS

INNOVATION
MC Chris Gordon, Irish Social Enterprise 
Network’

Presentation: Context Overview with Q&A, 
Cillian Lohan European Economic and Social 
Committee

Presentation: Claire Downey
Panel Discussion with Q&A: Skills Development 
-Claire Downey, The Rediscovery Centre

-Emma Kavanagh, CRNI 

-Thomas McCabe, Siel Bleu

-Richard Gavin, Dept of Rural & Community Development
-Clodagh O’Reilly, Social Enterprise Solutions

Activity: Mind yourself exercise -Delivered by social enterprise, Siel Bleu

Presentation: Szilvia Szabo, Purpose Content Studios

Panel Discussion with Q&A Innovation 
-Cillian Lohan, European Economic and Social Committee
-Emma Conners, Recreate Ireland
 -Philipp Eichhorn, DCU Student
-Kate Williams, Bold Donut Games
-Szilvia Szabo, Purpose Content Studios

Activity: Design Thinking, Prototyping & Innovation 

-Delivered by social enterprise, Recreate Ireland

COLLABORATION
Presentation: Edoardo Bodo, RREUSE

Panel Discussion with Q&A: Mary Mac Sweeney, Dublin City Council, 
Megan Best, Native Events, Edoardo Bodo, RREUSE, Sarah Fliessbach, 
Shareclub, John Kearns, PARTAS

Activity: Matchmaking Exercise.  I need help with … / I can help with …
-Delivered by Irish Social Enterprise Network

#circulardublin

2:00-5:30pm

Wood Quay 
Venue, 

D08 RF3F

31 May 2023

explore our 
speakers

Flash Report Programme Overview

This Deep Dive / Workshop is being hosted as part of Dublin’s 
involvement in the European Commission’s: European Social 
Economy Regions - 2023 Project and in alignment with the 
Transition Pathway for Proximity & Social Economy

find our 
location here

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Wood+Quay+Venue/@53.3442569,-6.2731325,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x48670c27cfd86d89:0xaf6533f2e61b4af6!8m2!3d53.3442569!4d-6.2709438!16s%2Fg%2F11gbx9xv82?hl=en&entry=ttu


Flash Report Speakers

Speakers

Claire Downey 
Rediscovery Centre

Eduardo Bodo 
RREUSE

Szilvia Szabo
Purpose Content Studios



Flash Report Speakers

Facilitators 

Mary Mac 
Sweeney 

Dublin City Council

Cillian Lohan
European Economic 

Social Council
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The story of our time:
Climate Change

Climate Innovation

Szilvia Szabo





The comprehensive review of human knowledge 

of the climate crisis took hundreds of scientists 

eight years to compile and runs to thousands of 

pages, but boiled down to one message:           

act now, or it will be too late.

The UN secretary general, António Guterres, said: 

“Our world needs climate action on all fronts: 

everything, everywhere, all at once.”



Presenting climate change – IPCC report

• Dominant message that 
readers receive: disaster or 
uncertainty

•  ‘opportunity’ in the climate 
context was only present in 
27 % of the articles
•  most of which featured 

the opportunities from 
not doing anything about 
reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions

Only five articles, less than 2 %, in 
the total, contained a mention of 
the opportunities from switching to 
a low-carbon economy

Climate Change in the Media, James Painter



Responsible Innovation

„Responsible Research and Innovation is a transparent, iterative process by which 

societal actors and innovators become mutually responsive to each other with a view 

to the (ethical) acceptability, sustainability and social desirability of the innovation 

process and its marketable products (in order to allow a proper embedding of scientific 

and technological advances in our society).”

Von Schomberg (2011)



Socially desirable

(Ethically) Acceptable

Sustainable

Development

Life-cycle













We have impacted _______ many lives….

We have saved _______ tonnes of CO2….

What does this really mean?





Go on a journey - together

• Progress vs Perfection

• Challenges and Victories

• Open questions

• finding solutions together

• Make it personal
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The Rediscovery Centre
Claire Downey, Policy & Research Director
31/5/23



A creative movement 
connecting people, 
ideas and resources.
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What we do



Early Skills

• Primary, secondary, tertiary 
and additional needs  

• STEM & Sustainability skills

• Teacher CPD & curriculum 
support



Lifelong Learning
• Vocational training in repair and 

reuse  

• Working toward mechanic 
accreditation 

• Adult education & workshops

• SEs - Circular Economy Academy 

• Community education 
programme & accreditation



Circular Skills

• Manual skills 

• Technical skills  

• Business skills  

• Social entrepreneurship & 
personal development   





Social Enterprise

• Hubs for Circular Skills in Ireland

• 1,500 people on training schemes 
(CRNI membership)

• Trade, technical and personal 
development skills

• Leave no-one behind

• Community engagement



Next Steps

• Plan for CE skills

• Support SEs in delivering

• Accelerate job creation 

• Focus on accreditation

• Recognition for role in 
supporting the CE

• More research



Reading
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Graphic
Recording
By Katherine Foyle



Thank You


